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While we were editing our earlier volumes on Republicanism: A Shared European Heritage (van Gelderen and Skinner 2002) we came to see that there was a need for a work of comparable scope devoted to the theory and practice of religious and political liberty in early modern Europe. With this idea in mind, we held a meeting in 2004 with Annabel Brett, Richard Fisher and Iain Hampsher-Monk at which we agreed on the topics that such a study would need to encompass and drew up a preliminary table of contents. Following the model of our earlier volumes on Republicanism, we also agreed that the best way to bring together the latest research on the subject would be to hold a series of conferences out of which a book might eventually emerge.
We recognised that such a project would require large-scale funding, but this problem was solved when Quentin Skinner was awarded a Balzan Prize in 2006. After some discussion, the Balzan Foundation generously agreed to the following scheme: that we should assemble an international group of younger scholars, preferably at the post-doctoral stage of their careers; that they should be invited to attend a series of conferences at which their work would be presented and discussed; and that their conference papers should subsequently be revised and extended with a view to turning them into a book.
The project was advertised in the summer of 2007. After sifting a large number of applications we appointed twenty-eight members of a core group, all of whom delivered papers at a series of four conferences held at the European University Institute between July 2008 and September 2009. We also invited a number of senior scholars to speak at one or other of these meetings, and we are especially grateful to those who not only joined us but agreed to turn their papers into publishable texts. We owe an overwhelming debt to the Balzan Foundation for welcoming our proposal and providing us with such munificent support. Above all we should like to thank Salvatore Veca, Chairman of the Balzan General Prize Committee, for his unfailing interest and warm encouragement. A special word of thanks is additionally owed to Suzanne Werder, Secretary to the Prize Committee, for her invaluable guidance about administrative matters at every stage.
We are also deeply grateful to the European University Institute. By providing Martin van Gelderen with a 'seed-money' grant, the Institute originally set our project in motion, enabling us to hold our preliminary meeting and sketch the contours of our work. Subsequently the Institute placed us yet more deeply in its debt by permitting us to make use of the spectacular facilities at the Villa Schifanoia in San Domenico di Fiesole for our conferences. We want to express our particular thanks to the then President, Yves Mény, who generously supplied us with additional funding and showed such a friendly interest in our work.
The division of editorial labour between us has been as follows. Martin van Gelderen took responsibility for organising the series of conferences. He wishes to express his appreciation to Sergio Amadei and Nikki Koniordis for much indispensable practical help. Quentin Skinner edited the conference papers and negotiated with Cambridge University Press. After the reports of the Press's referees were received, Quentin Skinner re-edited the revised chapters to produce the final version of our text. He wishes to acknowledge the extensive help he received from Tommaso Giordani, who ensured that the chapters were submitted in uniform style, and who created, edited and checked the bibliographies.
We should like to pay tribute to the exceptional helpfulness of the Press's anonymous referees. One in particular gave us detailed comments on each individual chapter, and our whole project greatly benefited from the criticisms we received. We also need to express our warm thanks to our contributors for their forbearance and co-operation in revising -and in some cases extensively rewriting -their texts in the light of the referees' reports.
We cannot speak too highly of the advice and assistance we have received from Cambridge University Press, and especially from Richard Fisher as our editor. He involved himself in our project from its inception, and gave us much wise counsel about how to shape and develop our work. Shortly before these volumes went into production he was appointed Managing Director of the Press. But he nevertheless continued, in spite of endless calls on his time, to oversee our project with his habitual generosity and effectiveness. 
